
J-2 ATTENDANCE  
The principal shall be responsible for maintaining an accurate attendance record for each pupil. 
All pupils of school age seven to seventeen (7 to 17) are required by law to enter school on the 
opening date and to be in regular attendance for the entire school term. 

An accurate record of attendance shall be maintained by the homeroom teacher or designated 
person. This record will be used by the principal and other appropriate personnel to enforce the 
Compulsory Attendance Law. 

Regular attendance is essential for good schoolwork. When returning to school following an 
absence, a student must present a statement from parent/guardian explaining the absence to the 
appropriate school official. This should be done on the date the student returns and must be done 
by the third day to make up the work missed, (failure to bring a note by the third day will result 
in a zero for the work missed unless extenuating circumstances prevent this.) Suspension, 
expulsion, and truancy will be considered an unexcused absence, and the student will receive a 
zero for all work missed.  

In order to qualify for and maintain an Alabama driver’s license or learner’s permit a student 
between the ages of 16 to 19 must be either enrolled in a public school, enrolled in a GED 
program, enrolled in a job training program approved by the State Superintendent of Education 
or exempted for circumstances beyond the control of the student as defined by State Department 
of Education guidelines.  

The Board will verify that enrollment status of a student upon signed written request. The Board 
will notify the Department of Public Safety when a student has more than ten (10) consecutive or 
fifteen (15) cumulative days of unexcused absences during a single semester.  

The student may appeal the Board’s determination of his/her enrollment status by providing 
written notification to the appropriate school principal of the intent to appeal. The notice must 
state the reasons for the appeal and be filed within fifteen (15) days of the Board’s issuance of 
enrollment status. Except as stated herein, the Board will treat the appeal procedurally the same 
as the process for long-term suspension or expulsion of a student. 
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